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Ramadan Kareem

First Time In 30 Years, Easter, Passover 
And Ramadan Align

Jews, Christians and 
Muslims around the 
world all saw a rare over-
lap of major religious ob-
servances this weekend, 
bringing a confluence of 
reflections for communi-

ties making up the three 
monotheistic traditions.
On Friday, Jewish people 
celebrated Passover to 
mark the exodus of Isra-
elites from enslavement 
in Egypt. On the same 

day, Christians observed 
Good Friday to commem-
orate the crucifixion of 
Jesus before celebrating 
Easter Sunday when he 
rose from the dead. Over 
the weekend, Muslims 

will continue observing 
Ramadan, a month of 
prayers and fasting to 
memorialize the trans-
mission of the Koran.

Cont. on page 14

How Technology Can Help  
Muslims Reconnect This Ramadan

An interview with 
Bitsmedia’s Nik Emir 
Din conducted by 
Saeed Khan
There are many rea-
sons to be excited 
about Bitsmedia, a 
Singapore-based tech 

company that has made 
a name for itself with 
Muslim Pro – a faith 
app catering to over 120 
million users worldwide. 
Two of those reasons? 
Nik Emir Din and Fara 

Cont. on page 13

White House  
Ramadan Message

Jill and I extend our 
best wishes to Muslim 
communities here in 
the United States and 
around the world on the 
beginning of the blessed 
month of Ramadan.
For so many around 
the globe, including 
fellow Americans all 

across the country, this 
sacred month is a time 
for reflection and spiritu-
al growth. Communities 
come together to practice 
forgiveness and resil-
ience, to show compas-
sion and generosity of 
spirit to those in need, of 

Cont. on page 4
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Op Ed: US Must Stop “Monitoring” Hu-
man Rights Crisis In India, Start Acting

by Pieter Friedrich
Response to Secretary 
Blinken’s remarks on human 
rights in India
On the 11th of April, US Sec-
retary of State Antony Blinken 
held a press conference in 
Washington, DC with the 
US Secretary of Defense and 
their Indian counterparts. At 
the press conference, Blinken 
stated:
“We regularly engage with 
our Indian partners on these 
shared values (of human 
rights) and to that end, we 
are monitoring some recent 
concerning developments 
in India including a rise in 
human rights abuses by some 
government, police and prison 
officials.”
That was the extent of 
Blinken’s remarks on the issue.
Indian Muslims are facing an 
impending genocide. Eliminat-
ing Muslims from the land in 
their relentless quest to turn 
India into a Hindu nation is a 
primary goal of the RSS, the 
Nazi-inspired paramilitary 
that controls the country’s 
ruling party, the BJP.
Under the Modi regime, we’ve 
seen lynchings, the CAA/NRC, 
the Delhi Pogrom, concen-
tration camps constructed in 
Assam, interfaith marriages 
criminalized, Muslims banned 
from wearing hijab in schools, 
calls for an economic boycott of 
Muslims, Muslim merchants 
attacked, homes burned, 
mosques burned, calls for rap-
ing Muslim women, repeated 
calls for the mass slaughter of 
Muslims, governments razing 
Muslim neighborhoods, parade 
after parade after parade of 
gangs of hundreds of armed 
Hindu nationalists brandishing 
swords and dancing themselves 
into a frenzy of hate in front of 
mosques, and…. And…. And….
And need I really go on?

But this is the best that US 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken can manage: “We are 
monitoring a rise in human 
rights abuses.”
Blinken’s statement is worth 
less than the millisecond it 
took for him to say it and then 
move on. It is utterly mean-
ingless without action. It’s a 
statement made solely, I am 
convinced, to attempt to soothe 
the growing cries of the critics.
Blinken just wants to shut 
people like you and me up so 
he can get on with business 
as usual. But, as one of those 
critics, let me remind him: my 
own ask has never been for the 
US government to “monitor” 
what is happening in India, but 
rather to stop passively watch-
ing and start taking real action 
before it’s too damn late.
There are already some com-
mentators who — understand-
ably desperate for something 
to give — are heralding this as 
an example of the US finally 
giving a firm rebuke to Modi.
It’s rare! It’s unprecedented! 
Yes and yes, and yes, it also ac-
complishes absolutely nothing.
A little over six months ago, 
Modi visited the US.
Both President Biden and 
Vice-President Harris gave 
speeches alongside him. Harris 
gave a speech in which she, 
briefly, emphasized the impor-
tance of defending democracy 
(while suggesting that such a 
vision may not yet have been 
fully achieved). Biden gave a 
speech in which he highlight-
ed, briefly, the present-day 
urgency of Gandhi’s “message 
of non-violence, respect, [and] 
tolerance.”
Desperately hungry for the 
US to say something about the 
growing human rights crisis in 
Modi’s India, many commenta-
tors jumped on that as an ex-
ample of how Biden and Harris 
were both expressing concern. 

They were “gently” pressing 
Modi on human rights, we 
were told, and “subtly” convey-
ing criticism.
Yeah, right.
It was so subtle and so gentle 
that this is where we are today: 
just six months closer to the 
impending Muslim genocide 
breaking out in full force.
Six months from now, 
Blinken’s “rare” remark that 
the US is “monitoring” a rise 
in human rights abuses in 
India will be as forgotten as 
the “subtle” and “gentle” hint, 
hinting by Biden and Harris. 
Six months from now, the situ-
ation in India will have become 
radically worse than it is today.
Will Blinken still be “monitor-
ing” the situation then — or 
will he be openly criticizing the 
Modi regime for sanctioning 
the mass murder of its Muslim 
citizens?
Here’s my call to you if you are 
a US citizen who cares about 
this issue. Don’t be afraid to 
call out Blinken’s remarks for 
the useless, toothless com-
ments that they are. Tell the 
US Congress and the Biden 
administration that we want 
real action.
What does real action look 
like?
Well, it does, at least, look 
like making remarks. But not 
remarks like Blinken made.
We need remarks with real 
teeth. They must be unvar-
nished, honest remarks which 
call the situation what it is: 
one of impending genocide. 
They must be remarks which 
actually recognize, criticize, 
and denounce.
Because lives hang in the 
balance, it’s imperative that we 
refuse to settle, and demand 
something real. Demand that 
the US quit “monitoring” and 
start acting.
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Israel Attacks Palestinians In Al-Aqsa Mosque 
And Jenin During Ramadan

By Yousuf Ali
On Friday, April 15 Is-
rael attacked masjid al-
aqs? in East Jerusalem 
injuring over 100 wor-
shippers. For context, 
the site is the third most 
holy place in the Islamic 
tradition.  Additionally, 
the site is the location of 
the temple mount which 
Jews hold to be sacred 
but are traditionally 
banned from entering 
until the coming of their 
Messiah which they do 
not believe has come.
The city has been under 
Israeli occupation since 
1967 despite being inter-
nationally recognized as 

Palestinian territory. In 
previous weeks, Israel 
has also gone on offenses 
in Janin leading to Pales-
tinian deaths. According 
to Al Jazeera, “Israeli 
authorities said they 
entered the compound 
on Sunday (the 17th) to 
facilitate routine visits 
by far-right Jews to the 
holy site and that Pal-
estinians had stockpiled 
stones and set up bar-
riers in the compound.” 
This led to 19 Palestin-
ians being injured in 
defense of the site. The 
context is an extremist 
Jewish organization of-
fering a reward for some-
one to defile the site by 

sacrificing a goat inside 
the mosque leading to 
more provocation. These 
events have provoked 
serious reactions both in 
and outside of Palestine.
The events at al-Aqsa 
have inspired a variety 
of reactions from many 
different factions and 
groups. The Palestinian 
Authority condemned the 
Israeli actions as an at-
tempt to “Judaize Al-Aq-
sa Mosque.” according to 
Al Jazeera. Hamas, the 
group in control of Gaza, 
declared that “The head 
of Hamas warned Israel 
that “Al-Aqsa is ours and 
ours alone” and “Our peo-
ple have the right to ac-

cess it and pray in it, and 
we will not bow down to 
(Israeli) repression and 
terror,” Ismail Haniyeh 
said in a statement.

Pope Francis called for 
free access to the Jeru-
salem holy sites: “May 
Israelis, Palestinians and 
all who dwell in the Holy 
City, together with the 
pilgrims, experience the 
beauty of peace, dwell in 
fraternity and enjoy free 
access to the Holy Places 
in mutual respect for the 
rights of each”.
Marwan Bishara de-
scribed the Israeli 
actions as “denying the 

Palestinians any sense 
of sovereignty over their 
most sacred site, which 
is the Noble Sanctu-
ary,” and a continuing 
of neo-colonialism. For 
more context, last year’s 
assault on Al-Aqsa led to 
an 11-day bombardment 
of Gaza by Israel. The 
immediate context was 
Israel killing 4 Palestin-
ians in Jenin ostensibly 
in response to attacks 
on Israelis even though 
not all those killed 
were responsible for the 
stabbings according to 
Al Jazeera. Observers 
are carefully watching if 
events escalate.

giving, and to celebrate 
the many blessings of 
life with loved ones.
This year, the simple 
act of breaking the fast 
will be an even more 
poignant reminder of the 
joys of health, family, 
and community.  And 
we will continue to hold 
in our hearts all those 
families grieving a lost 
loved one who are facing 
an empty chair at the 
table.
As we continue to re-
build from the pandemic, 
we must also continue 
all of our efforts to stand 
with all those who are 
suffering and vulnerable 
around the world, those 
who are facing perse-
cution or hardship.  As 

the Holy Qur’an teaches, 
“whoever does even an 
atom’s weight of good 
will see its results.”
Every day, we see 
heartbreaking accounts 
of lost lives and the 
images of families and 
children struggling to 
survive. These tragedies 
remind us of our com-
mon humanity—and the 
common teaching of all 
great faiths, including 
Islam—that we should 
always do unto others 
as we would have done 
unto us. During this 
holy month, as Muslims 
everywhere honor God’s 
great mercy let us also 
renew our shared com-
mitment to show kind-
ness, mercy, and under-
standing to one another.  
Let us honor the simple 
yet profound truth that 
all people are equal 

in dignity and rights. 
That’s why the United 
States will continue to 
speak out for human 
rights everywhere–in-
cluding for Uyghurs in 
China, Rohingya in Bur-

ma, and other Muslim 
communities all over the 
world.
From the Biden family 
to yours, and from the 
People’s House to your 
own homes, Jill and I 

wish you and your loved 
ones a blessed and pros-
perous month. Ramadan 
Kareem!

Cont. from page 1. 
White House Rama-
dan Message
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Our no-load mutual funds follow a value investment style, 
diversify across industries, and choose equities in accordance 
with Islamic principles.  Isn’t it nice to know there’s a Sharia 
compliant mutual fund with a low minimum investment of 
$250? (It’s even lower for IRAs, Health Savings Accounts or 
Education Savings Accounts.) Open an account today and start 
investing in your future. 

Amana Income Fund seeks current income by investing 
primarily in dividend-paying stocks. The Fund seeks capital 
preservation as a secondary objective. Established: 1986 

Amana Growth Fund seeks long-term capital appreciation by 
investing in companies expected to grow earnings and stock 
prices faster than the economy. Established: 1994

The Amana Funds limit the stocks they purchase to those consistent with Islamic principles, which limits 
opportunities and may increase risk. Please consider an investment’s objectives, risks, charges and expenses 
carefully before investing. To obtain a free prospectus that contains this and other important information about 
the Amana Funds, please call toll-free 888/73-AMANA or visit www.amanafunds.com. Please read the 
prospectus carefully before investing. Distributed by Saturna Brokerage Services, member FINRA/SIPC. SBS and 
wholly-owned subsidiary of Saturna Capital Corporation, adviser to the Amana Mutual Funds Trust.

Imran Khan Is No Longer  
The Prime Minister Of Pakistan

By Mahvish Akhtar
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan has been removed 
from office through a 
no-confidence motion 
passed by the Supreme 
Court. The National 
Assembly (NA)of Paki-
stan deliberated on the 
matter for more than 12 
hours before deciding. 
Since NA Speaker Mr. 
Asad Qasier had already 
resigned from his post, 
the session was chaired 
by Mr. Ayaz Sadiq; a 
panel chair member.
“174 members have 
recorded their votes 
in favor of the resolu-
tion. Consequently, the 
resolution for the vote 
on no-confidence against 
Mr. Imran Khan, the 
former prime minister 
of Pakistan, has been 
passed by a majority,” 
Mr.Ayaz Sadiq an-
nounced after completing 
the process of voting. 
The resolution needed 
172 votes to pass. The 
National Assembly of 
Pakistan consists of 
342-member. Members 

of the then ruling party, 
PTI, were not present 
in the House during the 
voting.
“Neither I, nor Bilawal, 
nor Maulana Fazlur Reh-
man will interfere. Law 
will be upheld, and we 
will respect the judicia-
ry,” Mr. Shahbaz Sharif, 

the President of PML-N, 
said, thanking Mr. Sadiq 
for chairing the historic 
session. The Balochistan 
Awami Party (BAP) lead-
er Mr. Khalid Hussain 
Magsi, also said that he 
is glad to be a part of the 
democratic movement. 
He took pride in his par-
ty, having contributed 

“significant” four votes 
to the 170 figure, which 
helped the joint Opposi-
tion complete their total 
number. The session has 
been adjourned till 2 pm 
Monday, April 11th.
Pakistan Peoples Party ( 
PPP) chairman Mr. Bela-
wal Bhutto said, “I would 

like to congratulate the 
whole nation and this 
House, as for the first 
time in the country’s his-
tory, a no-confidence mo-
tion has succeeded, and 
we have made history.”
Getting to this historic 

Cont. on page 12
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Pakistan Has A New Prime Minister
By TMO Staff
Pakistan National As-
sembly (NA) elected its 
23rd Prime Minister on 
Monday, April 11, 2022. 
Prime Minister Shah-
baz Sharif is the former 
Chief Minister of Punjab;  
Pakistan’s most populat-
ed province. Mr.Sharif 
is also the leader of 
the Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz Sharif 
(PML-N) political party. 
Despite having corrup-
tion charges against him, 
which he denies,  he has 
always been considered a 
good administrator. The 
development brought 
during his administra-
tion in Punjab has been 
praised even by his polit-
ical opponents. 
The hope is that he can 
pull Pakistan from the fi-
nancial crisis that it has 
been in throughout Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaaf’s 
rule. Even though former 
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan did not cause the 
economic downfall that 
led to his dismissal it 
was handed down to him 
when he took office. He 

did, however, make it 
worse according to his 
rivals. Right now, Mr. 
Sharif seems to be in the 
same situation, if not 
worse. 
The current Prime Min-
ister does have experi-

ence with politics and 
dealing with economical 
messes so he might be 
better suited to handle 
this situation, at least 
as seems to be the hope 
of the moment. Pakistan 
is over $100 billion in 
debt and needs over $14 

billion a year to meet 
debt servicing require-
ments on repaying loans 
that it owes to different 
international monetary 
institutions. The Prime 
Minister’s supporters 
believe that as a for-
mer businessman and a 

shrewd politician he will 
be able to breeze through 
these problems. 
Foreign relations and 
policies are an entirely 
different matter, howev-
er. The country’s foreign 
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Join us at dtecleanenergy.com

  LEADING  
WITH A  
   CLEAN VISION DTE’s clean vision is about taking 

action now to ensure a healthier, 

happier future for generations to come. Already, we’re on track to 

double the amount of energy generated from wind and solar in just 

two years. And you, Michigan, can help. Together we can create a 

cleaner environment for our children, grandchildren and beyond.  

Cont. on page 12
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Op Ed: A Muslim Perspective On A Trip To Spain; Part 6
by Harris Imam
Our Andalusian expedi-
tion was just beginning. 
We flagged down our 
Uber driver from our 
Airbnb in the historic 
Santa Cruz neighbor-
hood of Sevilla and head-
ed towards the rental car 
center near the central 
train station. After about 
half an hour of waiting, 
the gentleman at the 
counter exclaimed “Sir, 
we are overbooked on 
cars so we have upgrad-
ed you to our next avail-
able car.”
I was overjoyed and 
without complaints to 
see the spacious Volvo 
XC-60, a Swedish mid-
size SUV with plenty of 
character. To my relief, 
it was an automatic 
transmission. Although I 
was a bit nervous about 
driving in a new coun-
try, the Spanish roads 
seemed mostly straight-
forward. As we made our 
way outside the city of 
Sevilla, the traffic quick-
ly thinned. My wife and 
I took turns driving as 
we cruised through the 
Andalusian countryside. 
The road to Ronda was 
mostly a two-lane road 
that was initially flat 
and became increasing-
ly hilly as we got closer 
to the mountainous city. 
A small historical town 
defined by its Puente 
Nuevo (or literally 
“New Bridge”), Ronda 
stood at a cliff that 
overlooked the country-
side. The landscape of 
the town was impres-
sively unique. 390 feet 
deep, the El Tajo gorge 
divided two parts of the 
town. These two parts 
were connected by Pu-
ente Nuevo, which was 
built in 1759. Viewers 
could see miles into the 
hilly countryside when 
standing on the bridge. 
Just adjacent to this 
bridge was the Parador 
de Ronda.
The Parador hotels 
are a group of govern-
ment-run hotels that 
are usually adjacent to 
or within many histori-
cal landmarks in Spain 
including castles, mon-
asteries, and, in this 
case, the Puente Nuevo. 
These hotels are intend-
ed to bolster tourism 
by the Spanish govern-
ment and offer a unique 
experience. We were 

pleasantly surprised to 
find Cafetería Armiñan, 
a halal restaurant, only 
two blocks away from the 
Parador in this quaint 
mountain town.
Here we met the owner 
of the restaurant who 
vivaciously told us the 
tales of his Muslim 
ancestors and took great 
pride in being their prac-
ticing Muslim descen-
dant. During the “Re-
conquest of Spain”, his 
ancestors were required 

to go to church on Sun-
days while they secretly 
read the Quran at home. 
While they feared for 
their lives if they were to 
get caught, they contin-
ued practicing Islam in 
secrecy. He noticed how 
he was grateful that now 
the situation was dras-
tically different in Spain 
than what it was during 
the 16th century. 
Next to the Parador de 
Ronda stood the Real 
Maestranza de Cabal-

lería de Ronda or Bull-
ring of the Royal Cavalry 
of Ronda. This 18th-cen-

tury circular building 
was one of many bull-

Cont. on page 12

Abdul Azziz Mosque

Ronda

Ronda – view from Parador
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Op Ed: 2022 Ramadan Goals
By TMO Staff
With the sacred month 
of Ramad?n upon us, it is 
important that we enter 
the month with clarity of 
purpose in order to get 
the most out of it. It is 
a time of great blessing 
and trial in which we will 
fast from all food and 
water from dawn until 
dusk all with the inten-
tion of seeking Allah’s 
pleasure and becoming 
better Muslims. The last 
2 Ramadans have been 
unique in that they have 
been nearly devoid of 
communal activities that 
typically characterize the 
month, but there should 
be more opportunities 
this Ramadan.
Nevertheless, it is still 
important to set individ-
ual spiritual goals along 
with the basic obligation 
of fasting to maximize 
one’s potential and 
growth in this month. In 
that respect, I’d like to 
share with you my own 
not in hope that you may 
follow me but be inspired 
to make your own:
Finish reading the qur’?n 
with another qira’ah: I 

have had the honor of 
memorizing the qur’an 
during 2020 and have 
found Ramadan a good 
time to review what I 
have learned. And gain 
more. To that end, I have 
a special mushaf with 
footnotes pointing out 
the differences in the 
qira’at which I will read 
for this task. This can be 
done by reading 4 pages 
after each obligatory 
salah with accelerating 
during salah to finish in 
time for laylat al qadr in 

the last 10 nights.
Pray qiyaam al lalil: 
in addition to the fast-
ing during the day, 
the nights of Ramadan 
are blessed with many 
praying in the congrega-
tion, especially during 
tarawih. While the time 
for congregational prayer 
may be limited. There is 
still ample opportunity 
to gain during the night. 
In fact, we will all be 
getting up during the 
best time to pray at night 
(ie in the last 1/3rd of the 

night. To that end, I’m 
happy to say that I’ve 
built a habit of praying 
shaf’ and witr before fajr 
time and plan to main-
tain this and build on it 
during ramad?n. 
Avoid all sinful activi-
ties; the whole purpose 
of ramad?n is so that 
we become pious and 
sinning is completely 
antithetical to this goal. 
For that reason, it is es-
sential for us to not only 
abstain from food and 
water but also from sins. 

In that respect, we can 
do so by filling our time 
with devotional activities 
so we don’t have time 
to sin. In that sense, 
learning the meanings 
of the Qur’an is just as 
important to achieving 
that end as finding out 
what constitutes sin and 
righteousness.
With that, I finish with 
my Ramadan goals and 
hope that it inspires you 
to make your own.
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“Charity Extinguishes Sin Like Water Extinguishes Fire”- Noble Hadith

Sponsor an Orphan ���������������������������������������������$30 per month
Educational Sponsorship for 1 child ������������������$30 per month
Sewing Machines for women ������������������������� $75 per machine
Food for a family of 7 ��������������������������������������� $125 per month
Food Basket for refugees ���������������������������������� $185 per family
Drinking Water Hand Pump ������������������������������������������������ $500
Tandoor: Bread Making Oven ��������������������������������������������� $450
Rebuilding of houses ����������������������������������������� $850 per house
Children With Disabilities ������������������������������������$30 per month
Tube Well drinking water ������������Visit our website for options!

Call 1-800-713-4482   For online donations, please visit: www.ummahrelief.org/donation

Please send your 
donation payable to: 

UMMAH
RELIEF

INTERNATIONAL
P�O� Box 1426 

Elgin, IL 60121 USA
Tel: 847-622-0574  
Fax: 847-741-3816
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Email: ummah@ummahrelief�org

OUR COMMITMENT
We are committed to providing food for the hungry, shelter 
for the homeless, and medicine for the sick� Ummah Relief 
International is a grassroots organization� We believe it is 
our duty as Muslims to carry on this noble mission to help 
and assist needy people on the basis of humanity�

COUNTRIES
URI provides emergency relief all over the world when 
disastrous situations occur as well as helping in the following 
countries where people live in severe poverty:
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Kenya
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Nigeria
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UMMAH RELIEF
INTERNATIONALDear Brother/Sister:

Assalam-u-Alaikum Warahmatullahi Wabrakatuh

Indeed, peace and blessing of  Allah (SWT) be upon the last messenger, Prophet Muhammad (SAW) and the Muslim 
Ummah.

The blessed month of  Ramadan is approaching. Allah (SWT) is giving us another opportunity to help our less 
fortunate brethren as they experience extreme loss and hardship.

Thank you for supporting needy deserving people through Ummah Relief  International, especially during the 
COVID-19 environment where so many have suffered through disease, loss of  work and an inability to provide for 
their families. Ummah Relief  is continuously supporting these needy people by providing food, medical necessities, 
emergency supplies, etc. 

Along with our ongoing projects, Ummah Relief  is spotlighting our “Water For All” campaign that provides 
drinking water through hand pumps, tube wells,  and water delivery systems to the drought areas as well as  
supplying water delivery door to door in areas where the need is greatest. URI continues to concentrate its efforts in 
the hard hit areas of  Pakistan, Kashmir, Palestine, Somalia, Syria, Rohingya Muslims (Myanmar) and others.

We thank you for being part of  this Global mission through your generous donations.

Your Zakat, Fitra, Sadaqa Jariya, Sadaqa, Kaffara, Fidya, Fisabeelillah and other donations are 
especially needed in the holy month of  Ramadan. Ummah Relief  International officials personally visit and 
distribute food, water, medicine and other necessary supplies to the deserving needy people.

 •     This year Zakatul Fitar (Fitra) - $9.00 x No. of  household
 •     Zakatul Maal - 2.5% of  total saving value of  cash, bank balances,
        gold and silver jewelry, and any other items of  cash value per year

Inshallah every bit is accountable in the eyes of  Allah (SWT) and will be rewarded in this world and hereafter.

Together we can make a difference.

Please respond quickly and make your check or money order payable to ‘Ummah Relief  
International’ especially during the month of  Ramadan. You may also donate online at our website 
www.ummahrelief.org/donation.

May Allah bless you, your family and the Muslim Ummah.  If  you have any questions, please feel free to call us at 
(800) 713-4482 or (847) 622-0574. 

Jazakallah and Ma Assalam.

Your Brother in Islam, 

M. Majeedullah Khan
Executive Director

RAMADAN KAREEM
The Month of  Giving (Zakat)

March 20, 2021

Now accepting

QuickPay!
send donations to:

P.O. Box 1426   |   Elgin, IL 60121 USA   |   847.622.0574   |   Fax: 847.741.3816   |   Email: ummah@ummahrelief.org

Toll-Free: 1-800-713-4482 www.ummahrelief.org

For online donation www.ummahrelief.org/donation
All donations are tax deductible.  Our Tax ID# 36-3954960 with approved 501(c) 3 status.

USA based since 1994.

FOR THE BETTERMENT OF HUMANITY

Food & Meat Distribution
Tandoor/Bread Making Ovens
Orphan Sponsorship
Vocational/Education Training
Widow/Senior Care

Zakat/Fitra/Fidya/Kaffara
Rohingya/Syrian/Palestinian Refugees
Sadaqa
Sadaqa Jariah
Udhiya/Qurbani

Ramadan Iftar
Medical Supplies
Pakistan Drought Relief
Educational Sponsorship
Shelter

Our Other On-Going Programs
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F O R  T H E  B E T T E R M E N T  O F  H U M A N I T Y

P.O. Box 1426 Elgin, IL 60121 USA  •  Tel: 847-622-0574  •  Fax: 847-741-3816  •  www.ummahrelief.org
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WAT E R  F O R  A L L
Give the Gift of WATER to 

the Less fortunate

      leSSingS Flow with the gift of  a water well. It is such a basic  
      necessity and yet many needy people spend most of  their days 
worrying about water and their struggles to retrieve it. Often the water 
is unclean which causes sickness and other issues. Safe water is a lasting 
gift of  Sadaqah Jariyah and its benefits are seen for many generations to 
come. You can help support our fellow brethren by sponsoring our water 
projects, such as:

b

• water wellS - Basic water well. Water is pulled with buckets by 
hand or animal. Costs $1000

• water tube wellS - Deep boring tube well. Water is pulled by a 
pump and generator. Costs $3000*

• water hand PumPS - 30 to 40 ft deep tube well with a small hand 
pump. Costs $500

• water Filtration - Filter installation and upkeep to ensure clean 
water. Costs $100+

• water teSting - Ongoing testing services to ensure water quality. 
Costs $150 annually

• water delivery SyStemS - Water delivery by cart, animal, or 
other means when conventional plumbing infrastructure isn’t in 
place. Cost varies based on area, distance to well, environment, etc. 
from $100-$200

• water Storage - Long lasting concrete tanks. Costs $500

* Family and friends can join to fund a water tube well and dedicate in the name of  a loved one.

ummah@ummahrelief.org
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* Ummah Relief International may use its discretion to redirect donations where the need is greatest
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moment has been a long 
road for the opposition 
parties. Towards the 
end of 2021, PPP started 
to persuade Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz 
Sharif (PML-N) supremo 
Nawaz Sharif to move a 
no-trust motion against 
PM Imran Khan. By Jan-
uary 11th, 2022, PML-
N’s close ally Mr. Kha-
waja Asif informed them 
that the government had 
lost the majority; and 
that they were making 
some in-house changes in 
the Parliament.
Separately most politi-
cal parties in Pakistan 
were moving towards 
the same plan. Howev-
er, there is strength in 
numbers. In the next few 
months, the opposition 
strengthened their alli-
ances. Talks continued 
between political parties 
that had been morally, 
ethically, and religiously 
opposed to each other for 
decades. Some of them 
had vowed never to work 

with one another.In the 
meantime, all parties 
from their own platforms 
had announced that they 
would put forth a no-con-
fidence motion against 
the Prime Minister. This 
included PPP chairman 
Bilawal Bhutto, PML-N 
President Shahbaz Shah-
baz Sharif, Pakistan 
Democratic Movement 
(PDM) chief Maulana 
Fazlur Rehman, and 
MQM-P leader Amir 
Khan.
However, the govern-
ment at the time was 
not taking these actions 
seriously and consid-
ered them merely empty 
threats. On February 
14th, 2022, Foreign Min-
ister Mr. Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi said the govern-
ment would challenge 
the no-confidence motion 
politically as the “um-
pire” was also neutral. 
About a week later, 
Interior Minister Sheikh 
Rasheed challenged the 
Opposition to gather 172 
MNAs in their camp, 
which they did end up 
doing. While the country 
was dealing with this 

uncertain situation, the 
PM saw it fit to leave 
the country on February 
23rd, 2022, to meet with 
the Russian President.
Defence Minister Mr. 
Pervez Khattak was con-
fident that the no-con-
fidence motion would 
not be tabled as it was 
“not easy” to turn PTI 
MNAs. Nevertheless, in 
March 2021, opposition 
leader and former PM 
Mr. Yusuf Raza Gilani 
defeated Pakistan’s 
finance minister, Mr. 
Abdul Hafeez Shaikh, in 
elections for the Sen-
ate, the upper house of 
Parliament. This came 
as a significant setback 
for Mr.Khan, who had 
personally campaigned 
for his Cabinet colleague.
However, Mr. Imran 
Khan won the trust vote 
in National Assembly 
following the defeat of 
his finance minister, 
ending the political un-
certainty in the country. 
He secured 178 votes in 
the 342-member lower 
house of Parliament. 
The floor test took place 

without the Opposition 
as PDM, an alliance of 
11 parties, boycotted the 
vote. This made it easier 
for Mr.Khan to secure 
the required numbers. 
Towards the end of the 
year, The Pakistan PM 
had sought a vote of 
confidence to restore the 
legitimacy of his govern-
ment after the Opposi-
tion mounted pressure 
on him to resign.
The motion no-confidence 
motion against PM Im-
ran Khan was finally ta-
bled on March 8th, 2022. 
Eventually, it was passed 
in the supreme court for 
many reasons that were 
deemed worth looking 
into. One day before the 
premier was voted out of 
power, during an address 
to the nation, he told the 
public that he would not 
tolerate the installation 
of a “foreign government” 
in Pakistan and would 
turn to the public for 
support if such a thing 
happens. “We are not a 
nation that can be used 
like tissue papers,” the 
former PM said during 
a live telecast. He urges 

his supporters to come 
out and protest peaceful-
ly for him.
PTI supporters gathered 
across the country to pro-
test Imran Khan’s dis-
missal. PTI management 
showed on Twitter that 
the protesters gathered 
at more than 40 locations 
in Punjab, Sindh, and 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to 
no avail.
The NA will continue to 
function until the com-
pletion of its five-year 
term in August 2023. 
The new prime minister 
will perform his duties 
till the assembly’s tenure 
ends.
However, following the 
dismissal of Mr.Imran 
Khan, his cabinet has 
automatically been 
dissolved, and the NA 
Speaker Mr. Asad Qaiser 
and Deputy Speaker Mr. 
Qasim Suri have ten-
dered their resignations. 
The new Prime Minister 
will choose his new cab-
inet. PML-N’s Shahbaz 
Sharif is the frontrunner 
for the role of PM.

Cont. from page 5. 
Imran Khan

policy has traditionally 
been influenced by the 
Pakistani military, and 
some critics say that this 
influence will increase 
under Mr. Sharif. Even 
though Mr. Khan was 
heavily backed by the 
Pakistan Armed Forces. 
It was only when the 
Armed Forces couldn’t 
justify backing his deci-
sions that the opposition 
was able to take a clear 
shot at his government. 

Islamabad-based analyst 
Dr. Aman Memon thinks 
that Mr. Sharif is a 
non-confrontational lead-
er with little experience 
in foreign affairs. Hence, 
the military will likely be 
able to exert influence, 
especially regarding rela-
tions with the US, India, 
and Afghanistan.
In his first address as 
Prime Minister in the 
National Assembly, 
Mr. Sharif announced 
an increase in salaries, 
pensions, and the min-
imum wage. Me. Sharif 

discussed the failures of 
the previous government 
in foreign policy and 
said he will expedite the 
multibillion-dollar China 
Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor (CPEC) project and 
rebuild broken ties with 
partners and allies. “We 
want good relations with 
India but there cannot be 
sustainable peace unless 
the issue of Kashmir is 
resolved,” he said.
Mr. Sharif also invited 
his Indian counter-
part to help solve the 
Kashmir dispute in line 

with United Nations 
resolutions. The Prime 
Minister addressed the 
allegations made by Mr. 
Khan that the United 
States conspired with his 
opponents to topple his 
government. Mr. Sharif 
insisted that if “our in-
volvement in this matter 
is proven, then I myself 
will resign from here and 
go home.”
US Secretary of State 
Antony J. Blinken on 
Wednesday Congratulat-
ed newly elected Prime 
Minister Shahbaz Sharif 

and vowed to continue 
its long-standing coop-
eration with Pakistan’s 
government. A statement 
issued said that Pakistan 
had been an important 
partner in wide-rang-
ing mutual interests for 
nearly 75 years and the 
US values their relation-
ship. “The United States 
views a strong, pros-
perous, and democratic 
Pakistan as essential 
for the interests of both 
countries,” he added.

Cont. from page 6. 
Shahbaz Sharif

rings that house the 
renowned Spanish-style 
bullfighting. Although no 
bull flight was happening 
during our visit, we had 
the opportunity to learn 
more about the history 
of bullfighting. We also 
learned that bullfights 
have decreased recently 
due to an ongoing an-
ti-bullfighting movement. 
The next morning we 
checked out of our hotel 
and made our downhill 
drive on route A-397. 
This scenic, narrow, 
winding road descended 
from the mountains near 
Ronda and terminated in 
the coastal city of Mar-

bella. From the many 
high vantage points 
along the drive, one could 
see the glistening blue of 
the Mediterranean Sea in 
the distance. As we made 
our way closer to the city 
of Marbella, we could 
see spectacular cliffside 
homes in the distance.
One particular area 
called La Zagaleta oozed 
opulence. At the bottom 
of the descent, lay the 
city of Marbella, a coastal 
town with meticulously 
manicured shrubbery 
alongside its spotless 
boulevards. The entire 
area here seemed as if 
it were an architectur-
al rendering of what a 
perfect city would look 
like. Here, we visited 

the Mezquita del Rey 
Abdulaziz al Saud or the 
King Abdulaziz Mosque. 
This pristine white 
mosque surrounded by 
palm trees was definitely 
one of the most beautiful 
mosques I had ever come 
across. The caretaker of 
the mosque allowed us 
to see it from inside and 
told us that there were 
many Muslims residing 
in the area, largely of 
Moroccan descent. 
From Marbella, we 
hopped on N-340, a 
road that runs along 
the southern coast of 
Spain, and headed east. 
This drive was by far 
the most spectacular 
drive I had ever taken. 
Passing through sever-

al coastal towns as the 
road hugged the shore, it 
eventually became more 
hilly with winding turns 
and dramatic cliffs which 
overlooked the Mediter-
ranean. This drive was 
reminiscent of Califor-
nia’s Highway 1, but I 
thought the views here 
were even more breath-
taking.
Along the way, came the 
ancient city of Málaga. 
I should add that our 
original plan was to visit 
Gibraltar, a British Over-
seas Territory located on 
the southern tip of the 
Iberian peninsula. How-
ever, due to COVID-re-
lated restrictions and the 
need for multiple testing, 
we instead decided to 

visit Málaga. This was 
no mistake as Málaga of-
fered beautiful sea views 
and history that traces 
back to the 8th century 
B.C. when it was found-
ed by the Phoenicians. 
Although our time here 
was limited, we were 
able to enjoy the seaside 
along with some delicious 
biryani found in one of 
the beach boardwalk 
restaurants. The next 
stop on our journey was 
Granada, the home of the 
Alhambra.

Cont. from page 7. 
Trip To Spain
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Abdullah, young and 
energetic Muslim lead-
ers, are Bitsmedia’s new 
co-CEOs. From a modest 
start-up that’s become 
one of the world’s largest 
faith-based apps, Bitsme-
dia’s journey is remark-
able. Not only consider-
ing where Bitsmedia is 
planning to go next. But 
considering where Bits-
media has come from. 
In 2020, Bitsmedia 
was left stunned when 
an investigative piece 
alleged that Muslim Pro 
user data had been sold 
to the US military by a 
third-party handler. But 
Bitsmedia did not sweep 
this crisis under the rug. 
They spent enormous 
amounts of time and 
energy doing what was 
necessary to win back the 
trust of tens of millions 
around the world had 
placed in Muslim Pro. 
Today, Bitsmedia is 
stronger than ever—and 
making waves once more. 
With Fara and Nik at 
the helm, it won’t be long 
before Bitsmedia is a 
household name across 
the Muslim world.
Because, very much as 
we might expect, Nik and 
Fara have big plans for 
Bitsmedia’s future.
Exploring the possi-
bilities ofa media and 
entertainment service, 
the company is making 
a quantum leap forward 
for the online Muslim 
world. 
For Nik, though, media 
and entertainment isn’t 
just an outstanding 
opportunity to represent 
Muslim communities 
through Bitsmedia. It’s a 
chance to empower them 
as well. 
As a Muslim connected 
to his faith and faith 
community, Nik finds the 
lack of Muslim repre-
sentation dishearten-
ing. Though they make 
up almost a quarter of 
the world’s population, 
Muslims remain almost 
invisible in the enter-
tainment industry. While 
a few Muslim stars like 
Riz Ahmed and Hasan 
Minhaj have made 
undeniable progress, 
Muslims worldwide have 
only begun to scratch the 
surface of what is possi-
ble. Countless stories are 
waiting to be explored.
Technology, Nik un-

derstands, has been 
instrumental in keep-
ing Muslims spiritually 
connected during the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
will continue to play a 
role in enabling young 
Muslims to access their 
faith wherever they are. 
But tech also provides 
a means for platforms 
like Bitsmedia to elevate 
Muslim voices, perspec-
tives, and profiles glob-
ally. Especially in arts, 
culture, and entertain-
ment. We know, because 
Nik told us. 
We had the chance to 
get Nik away from his 
packed schedule. We 
talked to him about his 
time at Bitsmedia, how 
his faith informs his 
success—and what we 
can expect to see in the 
future. 
Congratulations on 
the new job, Nik! 
What’s been going 
on over at Bitsmedia 
since you and Fara 
took over?
Alhamdulillah! Thank 
you so much. The last 
few months have been a 
real ride! 
There’s a lot of hustle 
and bustle at Bitsme-
dia’s headquarters here 
in Singapore. We’re 
currently working on 
some very exciting new 
projects. Fara and I are 
ready to take things 
to the next level with 
Muslim Pro. I’m thrilled 
to announce that the app 
will be expanding into 
a fully-fledged Muslim 
lifestyle accompaniment. 
We’re going beyond ritual 
and faith, while keep-
ing them at the heart of 
Muslim Pro, to create a 
holistic way to experience 
faith through tech. Not 
just through prayer, but 
also through where and 
what we eat, what we do 
in the day, the films we 
watch. And there’s a lot 
to be excited about.  
For example, we recent-
ly introduced Streak 
Rewards which is cur-
rently being rolled out in 
phases to our users. This 
new feature encourages 
our users to keep track of 
their daily ibadah or re-
ligious practices. Just by 
logging in to the Muslim 
Pro app and checking in 
daily for prayer timings, 
finding Qibla, or reading 
the Qur’an, they may re-
ceive rewards in the form 
of premium subscription 
access. What’s more, 
the rewards can also be 

shared with friends and 
family to encourage them 
to work on their daily 
rituals as well.  
But that’s not all. There’s 
“Ramadan Reconnect,” 
our Ramadan campaign 
for 2022/1443H.
Like everyone else, Mus-
lims around the world 
suffered a long, challeng-
ing period of isolation, 
disconnecting them from 
the disciplines and ex-
periences that give their 
lives so much meaning. 
The idea behind “Rama-
dan Reconnect” was to 
rekindle the connections 
that matter most – allow-
ing Muslims anywhere 
and everywhere to make 
the most of a very special 
month. With “Rama-
dan Reconnect,” we’re 
reconnecting the global 
Muslim community to 
its spiritual roots. To its 
spiritual foundations. To 
make this Ramadan all 
it can be. So, this Ra-
madan, we invite users 
to reconnect with their 
faith and to Muslim 
Pro through a holistic 
experience for users to 
observe and experience 
the 30 days of Ramadan 
through our many differ-
ent content and spiritual 
offerings (food, health, 
soul, conversations, etc.). 
And for our users to get 
the best experience they 
can with our app for their 
daily ibadah, we are 
giving our users globally 
a 50% off our annual pre-
mium subscription.
And that’s not even the 
biggest piece of news.
What’s the biggest 
news at Bitsmedia? 
Let’s hear more 
about it!
I’m excited to share that 
Bitsmedia is all set to 
make its mark in arts, 
culture, and storytelling! 
That’s all I’ll say for now. 
Don’t want to ruin any 
surprises. But this, com-
bined with our Ramadan 
Reconnect campaign, re-
ally mark a new turning 
point for Muslim Pro and 
Bitsmedia. Faith is at 
the heart of what we do, 
but we realize that faith. 
That’s what makes this 
particular lifestyle brand 
revolutionary. 
Exciting times ahead, to 
be sure and I hope that 
our Muslim community 
is excited for it just as we 
are.
Muslim Pro could do 
a lot to build un-
derstanding across 

populations and 
cultures. That’s a 
lot of responsibility. 
Would you say that’s 
something you’re 
focused on? 
A lot more needs to be 
done to accurately to 
represent the diversity 
of the global Muslim 
community. Part of 
what’s driving Bitsmedia 
to expand beyond Mus-
lim Pro as our Muslim 
lifestyle brand is the lack 
of representation our 
extremely diverse com-
munity suffers. 
Even in what passes for 
Muslim entertainment, 
there is a great deal of 
focus on the Middle East 
and South Asia, and not 
much else, to be honest. 
We can definitely do 
more to make sure Mus-
lims all over the world 
have the chance to tell 
their stories – for them 
to be heard and be seen. 
Take, for example, the 
entertainment industry 
at large. The characters 
and stories we see in so 
much of what’s some-
times called mainstream 
media aren’t necessarily 
relevant to many, and 
maybe most, Muslims. 
That sounds like work 
you’re doing involves 
quite a bit of responsi-
bility, doesn’t it?
Technology is one of 
many ways the Muslim 
community can be em-
powered. It’s a powerful 
tool for inclusivity and 
visibility, after all. But 
like any tool, it depends 
on how you wield it and 
what you wield it for. We 
are responsible for en-
suring that our users are 
heard, represented, and 
reflected in ways that are 
meaningful, substantive, 
respectful—and power-
ful. Our new media and 
entertainment service 
will develop content and 
storylines that connect 
with Muslim audiences 
and concerns. 
It will be content that 
can move them, provoke 
them, inspire them, and 
engage them, but with-
out undermining their 
deepest beliefs and core 
commitments; we are 
setting out content with 
a purpose. 
Responsibility is 
a theme that runs 
throughout your 
work. It also brings us 
to the elephant in the 
room. Muslim Pro, and 
Bitsmedia, received a 
lot of press attention 

with an unfortunate 
data sharing incident 
back in 2020. Tell us 
more about that.
I remember it like it was 
yesterday. We were just 
as shocked and angry as 
anyone else when we first 
read that one of our data 
partners was allegedly 
selling our users’ location 
data to the US military. 
As a Muslim, I sadly 
understand and empha-
tise with the fear of being 
policed or scrutinized, 
although I could only 
imagine what our users 
actually living through 
that may have felt when 
the news broke. That’s 
why we took immediate 
action to terminate our 
relationship with all data 
partners straight away 
after learning about the 
allegations to ensure 
that our users could have 
a peace of mind when 
using our app.
We never share non-an-
onymized data (such as 
names or contact details) 
and continue to strictly 
follow all industry-stan-
dard guidelines to protect 
our users’ data. Addition-
ally, the basic features of 
the Muslim Pro app are 
available without signing 
up or logging in. This 
means we require little 
to no data for processing. 
Nevertheless, we decided 
to go that extra mile, and 
implement a more robust 
approach to secure all 
our data. Soon after the 
allegations were raised, 
we engaged and were 
audited by a major cyber-
security organization and 
continue to have regular 
audits of our systems.
We have always complied 
with global data privacy 
laws and regulations, 
but clearly more needed 
to be done. More still 
needs to be done. We in 
the tech industry need to 
work together to create 
a standard for privacy 
and protection, so we can 
ensure this doesn’t hap-
pen again. We’ve talked 
with our peers about 
regulatory bodies and 
certifications, but it will 
take some time for the 
industry to agree on and 
implement a solution. I’m 
hoping it’s sooner rather 
than later. That said, 
it’s always something 
we’ll consistently work 
towards, push for, and 
advocate on behalf of. 
What would you say 
about the issue of 
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The overlap of the three 
observances occurs about 
every 33 years, according 
to Lees McCrae College. 
Religious groups and 
others use the rare occa-
sion to call for harmony 
between the traditions.
“As Passover, Easter, 
and Ramadan converge 
this weekend, we pray 
for peace and tranquility 
in Israel, in the United 
States, and around the 
world,” the American 
Jewish Committee said 
in a tweet.
Nuns at Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre

The coincidence is so 
uncommon because 
the three observances 
are based on different 
calendars and factors 
that determine when the 
holidays occur. Easter 
is celebrated on the first 
Sunday following the full 
moon that occurs on or 
after the spring equi-
nox. Good Friday marks 
the crucifixion of Jesus, 
God’s messiah, under the 
Roman governor of Judea 
to atone for humanity’s 
sins.
Passover occurs in the 
middle of Nisan, a month 
in the Hebrew calendar, 
on the first full moon, 
putting it in proximity 

to Easter. The holiday 
begins at sundown and 
includes seder, a special 
meal meant to remind 
Jewish people of the 
hardship they endured in 
Egypt.
Ramadan is Islam’s 
holiest month using the 
lunar calendar. Because 
the calendar follows the 
cycles of the moon, unlike 
the Gregorian calendar 
commonly used in the 
West, Ramadan falls on 
different times each year.
During Ramadan, Mus-
lims believe God revealed 
the sacred text of the Qu-
ran to the Prophet Mu-
hammad, the first verses 
of which were passed 

down on “The Night of 
Power” (Laylat al-Qadr 
in Arabic). Muslims ab-
stain from food or drink 
from dawn to sunset for 
the entire month and are 
encouraged to contem-
plate their relationship 
with God.
The American Islamic 
College in Chicago an-
nounced it will mark the 
overlap of the holidays 
by organizing an inter-
faith trolley next week 
to visit various faith-
based organizations. The 
event will also recognize 
Baha’i, Sikh, Hindu and 
Buddhist holidays.
However, on Friday more 
than 150 people were 

injured after Israeli secu-
rity forces clashed with 
Palestinians in Jerusa-
lem.
“My heart is full of pain 
this morning as I watch 
the scenes coming out 
of Jerusalem,” Musta-
fa Farooq, CEO of the 
National Council of 
Canadian Muslims, said 
on Twitter. “As I know 
our shared communities 
are celebrating Passover, 
Ramadan, and Good Fri-
day, if there is one thing 
that gives me hope, it’s 
that my friends in every 
community want peace.”

Cont. from page 1. 
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trust for Muslim Pro 
users?
Trust is something that 
needs to be built, and 
more importantly, it is 
something that brands 
have to continuously 
work on. Even when all 
is well and good, trust 
cannot be taken for 
granted and we learnt 
that the hard way. For 
us, having the Muslim 
community represented 
and empowered by our 
products remains our 
number one priority. For 
us to be able to do that 
best, we need to work 
with our users—not only 
responding to their needs 
as service providers, but 
to also share in their 
concerns and experiences 
as allies. The steps we 
took after the incident, 
and everything after, are 
made with that in mind. 
By opening the lines of 
communications with our 
users, we can make our 
relationship with them 
stronger than ever and 
we will strive to ensure 
that our proximity with 
our community of users 
is never too far.
Coming back to Mus-
lim Pro’s lifestyle 
brand. There has been 
a surge of Muslim-cen-
tric lifestyle services 
in recent years, so 
what makes this 
unique?
Our greatest strength is 
how adaptable Muslim 
Pro has proven to be. As 
we work towards grow-
ing Muslim Pro’s faith-
based features through 
initiatives like Ramadan 
Reconnect and Streak 

Rewards, we will also 
ensure that we never lose 
sight of the big picture 
and our purpose as a 
brand and company.
We recognize that there’s 
a great deal of demand, 
especially among young 
Muslims, for content that 
is truly reflective of who 
they are and how they 
live. Although we started 
out with more spiritual-
ly-oriented content, we 
have been able to easily 
branch out to lifestyle 
services. Because faith 
remains a core compo-
nent of Muslim Pro. 
Everything we’re cur-
rently developing, 
whether it involves 
entertainment, food, 
or socializing, revolves 
around our adherence 
to our deen. Tech is a 
vital part of the modern 
Muslim’s lifestyle, but it 
isn’t the foundation. It’s 
a means, not an end. The 
end, of course, is what we 
believe in, who we want 
to be, what kind of people 
we want to grow into. 
Where does one start 
when coming up with 
a new tech service? 
What goes on the 
drawing board? Where 
do you get inspira-
tion? 
First, as with all offer-
ings, there is a need to 
look at the problem state-
ment. What that means 
for us is looking into 
what our Muslim com-
munity needs that is not 
being met. That’s always 
the underlying question. 
We have to be really 
intimately acquainted 
with the community. 
At the end of the day, 
working in religious tech 
means what you provide 
will have emotional and 
spiritual value to your 

users.
Then comes the fun part: 
We sit down with the 
department, and ask our-
selves “what makes this 
new and unique? What 
would get our users excit-
ed to use it?” It’s a pretty 
surreal experience, be-
cause everyone from our 
market research team to 
the engineers gets to be a 
part of this very commu-
nity-oriented process. We 
all know that we have a 
job at hand, but also a 
responsibility. 
How do you navigate 
differences in Muslim 
understandings and 
practices? Those can 
be very challenging 
and sensitive realities.
Diversity in views and 
thoughts within Islam is 
apparent, For instance, 
we do need to be mindful 
that there are pockets of 
the community that are 
told using technology as 
an accompaniment to 
faith isn’t permissible. 
I respect that, even if I 
don’t agree with that. At 
the end of the day, it is 
important to understand 
that Islam is not a mono-
lith and there is a diverse 
range of thoughts, posi-
tions, and jurisdictions 
within Islam and no one 
product or service can 
meet all those needs or 
expectations. Also, our 
position has never been 
about force. We simply 
focus on providing the 
best product, service, and 
experience to those who 
see value in what we are 
striving for. If anything, 
we just hope that people 
are able to see what we 
do—and, more impor-
tantly, to see why we do 
what we do. Through 
Muslim Pro and Bits-
media, we are part of a 

really promising move-
ment that is using tech 
to enhance faith. 
Because tech can make 
you a stronger, better, 
more empowered Mus-
lim. We’ve seen it and 
heard it time and again 
through feedback and 
reviews from our commu-
nity – our app, Muslim 
Pro, gives our users real 
encouragement to work 
on their daily ibadah. 
It gives them solace in 
tough times through 
the words of the Qur’an 
and our blessed Prophet 
(PBUH). And that in-
spires the new products 
we’re planning.
With our upcoming new 
product and service that 
provides a platform for 
wholesome Muslim en-
tertainment, I know that 
there’ll be something for 
everyone. From content 
that tells the stories of 
our community, to docu-
mentaries detailing our 
history – our ummah is a 
beautiful blend of cul-
tures, ideas, and values, 
and we want to capture 
it all.
With technology, we can. 
We hope to connect the 
global Muslim communi-
ties and bring it right to 
you in your pocket.
We see ourselves as a big 
part of the Muslim dig-
ital ecosystem, and the 
sky’s the limit as to what 
we can accomplish with 
our partners and custom-
ers. There are so many 
ways to interface. 
Where do you see 
Muslim Pro going be 
in five years’ time?
There is so much po-
tential for growth, it’s 
almost daunting. Almost 
two billion Muslims, 
and we haven’t even 

scratched the surface yet! 
So let me just say this. 
I definitely see Muslim 
Pro catering to more and 
more elements of a full, 
rich, and meaningful 
Muslim life. We want to 
be there for all of your 
faith. We want to help 
you connect to your her-
itage, identity, values—
and we want to help you 
move confidently into 
your future. 
What I mean is, there’s 
still a lot left to explore 
by way of communities 
and cultures, and it’s a 
learning process for us. 
The more we learn about 
our Muslim community, 
the more creative and in-
novative we become, and 
the more we can incorpo-
rate into our brands un-
der Bitsmedia. Fara and 
I have the highest hopes 
for Muslim tech and 
entertainment—about 
creating content that’s 
good for Muslims, and 
content that helps bring 
Muslim voices and per-
spectives into all kinds of 
other conversations, even 
ones that aren’t used to 
Muslim voices and per-
spectives.  
And if we at Bitsmedia 
can play a part in that, 
it would be a huge win, 
inshaAllah!
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�is Ramadan,
Make the Intention to Help. 

Help the littlest cancer patients in the Gaza Strip.

Your zakat and sadaqah can give meals to the most vulnerable this
Ramadan. Gaza’s already-deprived citizens need us now more than 

ever — this time, to help children with cancer. We are bringing
nourishing meals to sick kids at Al-Rantisi Pediatric Specialized

Hospital, the only pediatric cancer department in Gaza.

Your generous gift ensures these innocent children have a �ghting 
chance.

GIVE TODAY
ZAKAT.ORG


